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Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday August 16th, 2016 

 
On Tuesday August 16th, 2016 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly meeting.  Jeff 

Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff Couchman, Bruce 

Sprague, Eric Shumate, Todd Stowe and Connie Crawford. Staff members present were 

Ryan Marcotte. Eric Marshall attended Jesse James Festival meeting.  Ed Haney and 

Julie Jones were absent.   

Eric Shumate made the motion to accept the minutes from the June, 2016 meeting, and 

Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried 5-0 

 

Public Requests and Petitions Alderwoman Marie Steiner, 815 Susan St. Kearney, MO, 

presented the results of the Mayor’s youth park initiative committee. Mrs. Steiner 

indicated that the committee had focused on the concept of a skate park in Kearney. She 

presented pictures of what a design might look like, and could potentially cost. There 

were multiple examples at each price point. Ryan Marcotte indicated that there were 

multiple locations in the city that could host a project like this, potentially including the 

old tennis courts at the high school. Bruce Sprague indicated he was against the idea, and 

that the city should focus its financial resources on the aquatic center project. A motion 

was made by Connie Crawford and seconded by Eric Shumate to approve the concept of 

a youth skate park in Kearney. The motion carried 4-1, with Couchman, Shumate, Stowe 

and Crawford voting aye, and Sprague voting nay.   

 

Jason Pierret of 1603 NE 67th Pl, Gladstone, MO, asked on behalf of the Rotary Club for 

the board’s permission to erect a monument-style plaque at the in progress basketball 

court in Lion’s Park. The plaque would have a Rotary Club symbol and information 

about the court and fundraising process. Ryan indicated that city staff will work with 

Rotary Club to ensure the plaque is installed in an appropriate place. A motion was made 

to approve the plaque being installed at the basketball court by Eric Shumate, and 

seconded by Todd Stowe. The motion carried 5-0.   

 

Old Business—Ryan mentioned that city staff was in the process of grading the ground 

in front of the Lions Park stage to better allow drainage into the creek. 

Ryan stated that city staff was working on a new shell count for the July 3rd celebration, 

as well as procedures for identifying a low cloud ceiling, to hopefully avoid another 

obscured show in future years. 

Ryan said that the department was gearing up for girls volleyball and that sign-up forms 

were available in schools as well as on the city website. 

Ryan said that city staff has a meeting with TransSystems to walkthrough potential 

bridge areas between Mack Porter Park and Jesse James Park. The meeting was 

scheduled for August 22nd. 

  

New Business  Ryan told the board that fall league softball had started and there were 3 

leagues participating, a church league on Mondays, men’s league on Wednesdays, and 

co-ed on Fridays. 

Ryan said that city staff planned on meeting with and architect for the design of a ticket 

booth for the 2017 amphitheater season. 

Ryan reminded the board of the annual Jesse James Festival, occurring on the second and 

third weekends in September. 

Ryan reminded the board that a Color Run was occurring in Jesse James Park on August 

20th. 
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Amphitheater   Ryan recapped the Scotty McCreery concert, mentioning that there was 

a good attendance, but below what we had expected. He speculated that the attendance 

was due to the 103 degree forecast. He said that the forecast held true, and that a few 

people, himself included, fell ill due to the heat. He said that it was the hottest day of the 

year so far. 

 

Ryan then recapped the LOCASH concert from August 13th and mentioned that ticket 

sales were below what we expected. Ryan indicated that the band was not as popular as 

we thought they’d be at this point in the year. 

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the agenda, a 

motion was made by Todd Stowe, and seconded by Bruce Sprague to adjourn.   

 

Approved: _____________________________ Attest: _________________________ 

                        Jeff Couchman Chairperson                       Ed Haney, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 


